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THE WINE PAGE

Tasting Shows if Terroir Counts

eggraphy is a hot issue n wine-

miaking. Winemakers who ane

concerned about the loss of re-
gional identity ane turming back (6
the land. They are cormmited to sin-
glesineyard wines that express the
distinect personality of the vineyard.
It’s what the French call ferrair,

Single-vineyand wines are not &

new concepl, Bat a growing num-
ey of Caldfornia winemakers are
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recognizing that cemain pieces o
land have distinet characteristics
that can be coaxed fram the grapes.

Mickel & Nickel, s small-lot, sin-
gle vineyard winery developed by
Far Miente gartners Gil Mickel, Dirk
Hampson and Larry Maguire, has
rebeased a string of 100 percent var-
etal wines from singhe vineyands
they belicve express individual char
acternstics. The st relesses from
the 1997 vintage inchede a Merlo
from Jameson Canyan, a Cabernet
Sauvigron from Coombaville, threes
mare Cabernets from vineyards in
Crakville and the only n-lj:n-Nap.u
wine, 4 Zinfandel from Sonoma's
Foussian River Valley.

I recently tasted il of these wines
and cam sy that sathout exceplion,
they are all excellent, with individy-
al personalities. Byt as good as these
wines are, I'm not sure that sach
wineg's individualsty 1sn't as much an
cxpresmon of winemaking as it is of
vineyard character. Moreover, will
even the most demanding wine fan
appreciate the geographic subtheties
of these wanes as much as the grow-
er and winemmaker do?

Lat's take a closer ook at each
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GRAPES OF
CABERNET:
Does “ter-
roir” affect
how a varietal
will fastea?



