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CABERNET HITS THE HIGH NOTES

n an era when low vields are regularly billed as a prerequisite to
producing top wines, California’s biggest vintage ever has pro-
duced seores n-FmI'wrh Cabernets.

"It was onee of those even, goodl-weather vintages, the kind we
haven't had 1-Ili‘|}'.' Llllghi L_'t ILI::I'H.':'. Harmson, owneriswanemaker of
Harrison Winery and Vinevards, recalling 1997, “We got great qquality
and great gquantity, which vou hardly ever see.” Naney Andrus of Pine
Ridlge Winery calls it "an absolutely fabolons vintuge,”

Irom Horse winemaker and partner Forrest Tancer agrees. "It was
the carliest bl break in the last 20 vears. We got good fruit set and
e ] up with Fim ud e i f?l"'-'{'l'_'.' el 1!1|.'|Eit‘:'.'. It s r{l;l“:.' a segiimnoss
vinestoswine experience,” All of these producers erafted wines we
rated Y4 points or higher,

OF course, thess blissful recollections and wonderful successes don't
miean that all parts of California made great Cabernet. Our recent
buestings of 171 Califomnia Cabernet Samagnons amd blends retailing for
S or mowe shery that there is o neson for Napas preeminence. OF the
B3 wines in the tastiing wee rtesd W1 or higleer, 70 [just ower SO percent |
ware resn M anel b \llfnq'rrh-'lliwulﬁ_

I ok ® winecherstand why other places anen’t having the same sort of
sucoess wath Cah, SRR Dirk ”.im}'lsu i, diroctos of 1.'l-'IFI-c"IH..I.]lCIIL-'i_I| fowr Far
Mpente anl Mickel & Nickel which Iﬂ..u_-ﬁ] a Ay ol winees in the: S
]!lllL'- [rsnt g "Carrlainky NERLR il fiaw] sisnilier clincates and similer
soils in other [ridts o Califosmia, L ."ﬂ-.::||;|. ises -f[u-ri_1| winrt rﬂ-nn-rhl_:l.
Fastrnsems sl temperatione ad the atentson Calwemet has reovived.”

Andrs mttrbastes ek ol the '|..I”I'.|.':'~ smvess b its proagnity to San
Pabla Bav. “In EEJE-.‘\. I..e'u.|:|, w (st .|.'|l.1.':|.:|.'t b el TR HII'I{"-.
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9 3 Nickel & Nickel 1997 Stelling Vineyard
Cabernet Sauvignon (Dakville); $95. Very

polished, with rich blackberry, choeolate, tea and cedar

aronkas. Pull cocoa and black-cheny and cola accents add

9

$65, Another i the new N&N line, the Sullenger fea-
tures red and black frudt, herbs, sonie earth, and an

by JOE CZERWINSKI

Al awer Clalifomia i BREIT, 8t s aomecorming thenwe. Beosise of
the warm saeniy weal hee, wiiseiiahons allosoed thie vioees o o ™
e frait than in cooder vintages like 58 and 59 As a resalt, gquan-
Bitbes iar neniny wirees ame ap an TR L imost iiarkets, griber S
;H_l.-u.mld il r.ljllﬂ:i'_'lfll'ﬂ'l"r. buait rvcst i Sadifewrmiia, TE% 50 sl lest i m
ol Hun| wraspie biees il l|11'1|l|-..l||:|l'-. ol the wisees.

“Clalifowrnia winenebers ane kb Calsernets thit ane cvery bit
i gromincl s e Bordbebads, oo shonaled Daee paie] accomdingth. sty i
nsgapobopetic 1aormson. “Whene that's pong, 1 dont know; its the
veonoey, 1 gaess” Lockwnnd's Pessagmo savs consamers should be
sibewtive. “Sorne rr1|I|!|-' s it L‘fl.l:ll.-' bies Sahs, h-|;|'n1r||.{ biy Wines
thiat saell fer 5775 b0 SO0 ar o per baodthe, “Othe s ane ot capi-
talizing on the wive”

Andris agvees that the LERTATE TR TE BT LY by b |.1:1.-11ci!.: thiseg chriving
prices these dovs. “We kept onr prices in check for a long time and
e with this ecomaomy we'ne being paid back for it Shelton swes
“tremncndons demam] Scarcity ancl slwortage ane plaving a role

“Sure, theres a |:I-|I:1|-”.|.1|.-]'|iill.[ I||H'|."iI|l the Jomneses,” sans Hamnpe-
sai, mot referming (o the high-fhving Jones Family 1997 Nupa Val-
lew Clabwermet (85 points), "I vou dondt inaintain vour standing,
your e left behind. Still, as bong as we deliver on the promise of a
spectal-oovasion wine, 1 Udnk our prces ane reasonalide,”

Hanispsain 15 righet. AL i aversise LR CHRTTT o T e
hattle these are nod ":h]l} clrindoers™ lor st aof us; rther, 1||r|'_'. i
bottles that will be consumed il resbuarants o o s[uﬂ.i.u! R e
ahons, o cellared by eolloctors vntil they reach thesre full potential

BUYING GUIDE

Nickel & Nickel 1997 John C. Sullenger
Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville);

tor the flavar of sour plums on the graceful palate, The
testure b8 suave and lusurdous, Closes with dusty, soft,
even tuning and some cocon notes. Has good depth and
claret-like poise. Veery approschable now; denk to 2010,
Nickel & Nickel 1997 Carpenter Vineyard

92 Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley) $75. An
offshoot label of Far Niente. This is one of four new
Nickel & Nickel single-vineyard Cabemets, Ity tight and
Lirawwy, with ewrth and black plom, but also somse sulfur
that goes away alter breathing and swirking. Concentrated

bilack fruit is supported by espresso notes and chocolate.
Finishes full and dry, with evenly sproad tanmins.

appealing whillf of stied pancetta or bucon. Com-

mendable ricdmess in support of black plum flavor and

coffee notes, It poundeake-like density urges cellanmg,
90 Mickel & Nickel 1997 Rock Cairn Vineyard

Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville); $75. Deep,

pungent dark-berry sromas open this reund, lviting
eherry and raspberry flavored wine. Roumd il alimost
overly suse on the palate, it has ample black cherry,
chocolate and toast flavors, and closes with a linish sport-

ing dried fruits. The dey, talown-like taning allow for
earty drinking.



