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95 Nickel & Nickel 2012 Martin Stelling Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Oakville). One of the producer’s most limited 

offerings, this 100% Cabernet hails from a 100-acre site on the 
western edge of Oakville, also the source of Far Niente’s Cabernet. 
Creamy and mouth-filling from the get-go, with a tannic backbone and 
structure, it sings in dusty leather and dark cherry, maintaining a fine 
line between lushness and elegance. On the finish, expect chocolate 
infused in blackberry spice. — by Virginie Boone

94 Nickel & Nickel 2012 State Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Yountville). There’s a velvety silkiness to this 100% Cabernet 

Sauvignon as well as a lushness to the palate that will please aficionados 
of both Cabernet and Pinot Noir. Refined tannins stand out in subtle 
ways, as do high-toned cassis and blackberry. Though the wine displays 
a richness of oak and chocolate, the minerality truly shines here. This 
will cellar well through 2025. — by Virginie Boone

93 Nickel & Nickel 2012 C.C. Ranch Cabernet Sauvignon 
(Rutherford). Gingerbread and graham cracker provide this 

100% Cabernet Sauvignon with a distinct warmth of character. Elegant, 
light and restrained, it opens with a prominent rose aroma. It then offers 
cherry and raspberry delicacy around subtle French oak and vanilla on 
the palate, all lingering long though the finish. — by Virginie Boone

91 Nickel & Nickel 2012 Hayne Vineyard Cabernet 
Sauvignon (St. Helena). From a historic vineyard in the 

heart of the Napa Valley, this 100% Cabernet Sauvignon develops in 
the glass, evolving from muted aromas of earth and cinnamon spice to 
subtle cherry, cassis and oak. Balanced and lovely, the spice stays on the 
tongue throughout the long finish. It can easily be enjoyed now, but has the 
structure to age well through 2022. — by Virginie Boone

90 Nickel & Nickel 2012 John C. Sullenger Vineyard 
Cabernet Sauvignon (Oakville). This chocolaty, earthy 100% 

Cabernet Sauvignon comes from a vineyard site in the middle of 
Oakville, farmsteaded since the 1880s. Campfire and graphite jump 
out, swaddled in restrained yet sizable tannins and a distinct herbal 
overtone. Expansive as it develops, the wine finishes strong in vanilla 
and more chocolate. — by Virginie Boone


